Report on Internet Governance Workshop 


Path Finder Solutions (Private) Limited and ISOC Accessibility Standing Group in 
collaboration with Pakistan Telecom authority organized a Leadership Training in Internet 
Governance for Persons with Disabilities in Islamabad, Pakistan. It was a transformative and 
progressive three-day workshop. Which involved comprehensive sessions, engaging discussions 


and an opportunity to gain experience from expert insight from notable speakers. 


The underlying goal of this workshop was to build knowledge and empower persons 
with disabilities to become leading advocates for accessibility and raise their voices in shaping 


the internet governance environment in Pakistan. 


Here | will share some of my learnings, future commitments and some recommendations about 


the training session. 
Learnings from the Workshop 


** Understood the concept of Internet Governance (IG), and global and local eco system of 
internet governance. 

“* Gained knowledge of how to recognize and remove barriers in utilization of technology 
and the productive use of online spaces. 

“* Learnings from sessions on Advocacy skills and leadership sessions are something | will 
implement right through my career. 

“* Connecting with people from different areas and diverse cultural backgrounds and 
hearing their views helped me broaden my prospect and understand the disability 
consequence in a broader perspective. 

“¢ Understood the risks involved in online data and best ways to protect it. 

“* Came to know about various fellowships and grant opportunities in IG and discovered 

various means and programs for influencing policies and decision making. 


“* Gained awareness about current state and future tendencies of Pakistan's digitalization. 


Commitments 


> | will increase my knowledge on digital inclusion of people with disabilities, and explore 
their role in influencing IG policies: 

> As | work in Government department, and their websites are not accessible for people 
with disabilities, | will try to do Advocacy with my organization so that they make their 
website accessible for all. 

> Iwill focus on developing effective leadership skills. 

> Explore Networking opportunities to Connect with fellow participants, insightful 
facilitators, policymakers, and other key stakeholders. 

> In order to make communities inclusive, | will work on developing proposal for making 
online and offline spaces inclusive for people with disabilities. 

Recommendations 


Increase in awareness among communities by Internet organizations for accepting 
disability inclusion by ensuring accessible communications. 

Some people be chozen among the participants who can work as disability advocates 
and may be provided ongoing online or in-person mentoring in order to reach full 
potential. 

Representatives from Internet organizations be connected to mentors of disability 
inclusion so that they may influence IG for accessibility. 

Presentation format was not fully approachable to persons with vision impairment 
therefore, they were not able to fully take part during discussions. This issue may be 


resolved by using simpler slides. 


